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Appendix B

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Trust Resources List (IPaC)




Project:
Applicant:
Consultant:

Savannah District EDGES Applicant Coordination Slip

East Atlanta Mega Site

County:

JDA of Jasper/Morgan/Newton/Walton

Resource + Land Consultants

FWS-GA Review of Project or Survey Data (yes/no):
Project Modifications After FWS-GA Review (including changes in timing):

no

Morgan & Walton

Coordinates:

33.614720, -83.668892

Date of Consultants Assessment:
Date of FWS-GA Review:
n/a

1/21/2022

n/a

Critical . . . . Does this Will this Habitat .
. . . . Species Habitat(s), as Described in the . Determination
Species IPaC Indicated May Habitat Applicable Habitat occur on | be Altered by the
. Ipac Status EDGES (e.g., wetland, stream, forested, . . .
Occur on Site (yes / EDGES . Project Site (yes Project
flatwoods, sandhills) EDGES | RLC
no) / no) (yes / no)
Sandy or rocky
. , open woods on sandy or sandy loam
Michaux's Sumac (Rhus . . . No No
. . Endangered No [Michaux's Sumac soils. Depends on some form of No No

michauxii) Effect | Effect

disturbance to maintain
the open quality of its habitat.

Please provide this form, the IPaC map and printout of listed species/Critical Habitat that may occur on site, and any FWS-GA comments on the project to the
Savannabh District with your application/PCN.
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FiISH & WILDLIFE
SERVHE

United States Department of the Interior

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
Georgia Ecological Services Field Office
355 East Hancock Avenue
Room 320
Athens, GA 30601
Phone: (706) 613-9493 Fax: (706) 613-6059

In Reply Refer To: January 21, 2022
Consultation Code: 04EG1000-2022-SLI-1038

Event Code: 04EG1000-2022-E-02249

Project Name: East Atlanta Mega Site

Subject: List of threatened and endangered species that may occur in your proposed project
location or may be affected by your proposed project

To Whom It May Concern:

Thank you for your recent request for information on federally listed species and important
wildlife habitats that may occur in your project area. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
(Service) has responsibility for certain species of wildlife under the Endangered Species Act
(ESA) of 1973 as amended (16 USC 1531 et seq.), the Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA) as
amended (16 USC 701-715), and the Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act (BGEPA) as
amended (16 USC 668-668c). We are providing the following guidance to assist you in
determining which federally imperiled species may or may not occur within your project area
and to recommend some conservation measures that can be included in your project design if you
determine those species or designated critical habitat may be affected by your proposed project.

FEDERALLY-LISTED SPECIES AND DESIGNATED CRITICAL HABITAT

Attached is a list of endangered, threatened, and proposed species that may occur in your project
area. Your project area may not necessarily include all or any of these species. Under the ESA,
it is the responsibility of the Federal action agency or its designated representative to determine if
a proposed action "may affect" endangered, threatened, or proposed species, or designated
critical habitat, and if so, to consult with the Service further. Similarly, it is the responsibility of
the Federal action agency or project proponent, not the Service, to make “no effect”
determinations. If you determine that your proposed action will have “no effect” on threatened
or endangered species or their respective critical habitat, you do not need to seek concurrence
with the Service. Nevertheless, it is a violation of Federal law to harm or harass any federally-
listed threatened or endangered fish or wildlife species without the appropriate permit.
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If you determine that your proposed action may affect federally listed species, please consult
with the Service. Through the consultation process, we will analyze information contained in a
biological assessment or equivalent document that you provide. If your proposed action is
associated with Federal funding or permitting, consultation will occur with the Federal agency
under section 7(a)(2) of the ESA. Otherwise, an incidental take permit pursuant to section 10(a)
(1)(B) of the ESA (also known as a Habitat Conservation Plan) may be necessary to exempt
harm or harass federally listed threatened or endangered fish or wildlife species. For more
information regarding formal consultation and HCPs, please see the Service’s Consultation
Handbook and Habitat Conservation Plans at www.fws.gov/endangered/esa-library/
index.html#consultations.

Action Area. The scope of federally listed species compliance not only includes direct effects,
but also any indirect effects of project activities (e.g., equipment staging areas, offsite borrow
material areas, or utility relocations). The action area is the spatial extent of an action’s direct
and indirect modifications to the land, water, or air (50 CFR 402.02). Large projects may have
effects to land, water, or air outside the immediate footprint of the project, and these areas should
be included as part of the action area. Effects to land, water, or air outside of a project footprint
could include things like lighting, dust, smoke, and noise. To obtain a complete list of species,
the action area should be uploaded or drawn in IPaC rather than just the project footprint.

New information based on updated surveys, changes in the abundance and distribution of
species, changed habitat conditions, or other factors could change this list. Please feel free to
contact us if you need more current information or assistance regarding the potential impacts to
federally proposed, listed, and candidate species and federally designated and proposed critical
habitat. Please note that under 50 CFR 402.12(e) of the regulations implementing section 7 of the
Act, the accuracy of this species list should be verified after 90 days. This verification can be
completed formally or informally as desired. The Service recommends that verification be
completed by visiting the ECOS-IPaC website at regular intervals during project planning and
implementation for updates to species lists and information. An updated list may be requested
through the ECOS-IPaC system by completing the same process used to receive the enclosed list.

If you determine that your action may affect any federally listed species and would like technical
assistance from our office please provide the following information (reference to these items can
be found in 50 CFR8402.13 and 402.14):

A description of the proposed action, including any measures intended to avoid, minimize, or
offset effects of the action. Consistent with the nature and scope of the proposed action, the
description shall provide sufficient detail to assess the effects of the action on listed species and
critical habitat, including:

1. The purpose of the action;

2. The duration and timing of the action;

3. The location of the action;

4. The specific components of the action and how they will be carried out;

5. Description of areas to be affected directly or indirectly by the action;
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6. Information on the presence of listed species in the action area;
7. Description of effects of the action on species in the action area;
8. Maps, drawings, blueprints, or similar schematics of the action; and

9. Any other available information related to the nature and scope of the proposed action
relevant to its effects on listed species or designated critical habitat (examples include:
stormwater plans, management plans, erosion and sediment plans).

Please submit all consultation documents via email to gaes assistance@fws.gov or by using
IPaC, uploaded documents, and sharing the project with a specific Georgia Ecological Services
staff member. If the project is on-going, documents can also be sent to the Georgia ES staff
member currently working with you on your project. For Georgia Department of Transportation-
related projects, please work with the Office of Environmental Services ecologist to determine
the appropriate USFWS transportation liaison.

WETLANDS AND FLOODPLAINS

Under Executive Orders 11988 and 11990, Federal agencies are required to minimize the
destruction, loss, or degradation of wetlands and floodplains, and preserve and enhance their
natural and beneficial values. These habitats should be conserved through avoidance, or
mitigated to ensure that there would be no net loss of wetlands function and value.

We encourage you to use the National Wetland Inventory (NWI) maps in conjunction with
ground-truthing to identify wetlands occurring in your project area. The Service’s NWI program
website, www.fws.gov/wetlands/Data/Mapper.html integrates digital map data with other
resource information. We also recommend you contact the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers for
permitting requirements under section 404 of the Clean Water Act if your proposed action could
impact floodplains or wetlands.

MIGRATORY BIRDS

The MBTA prohibits the taking of migratory birds, nests, and eggs, except as permitted by the
Service’s Migratory Bird Office. To minimize the likelihood of adverse impacts to migratory
birds, we recommend construction activities occur outside the general bird nesting season from
March through August, or that areas proposed for construction during the nesting season be
surveyed, and when occupied, avoided until the young have fledged.

We recommend review of Birds of Conservation Concern at website www.fws.gov/
migratorybirds/CurrentBirdIssues/Management/BCC.html to fully evaluate the effects to the
birds at your site. This list identifies birds that are potentially threatened by disturbance and
construction.
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Information related to wind energy development and migratory birds can be found at this
location: https://www.fws.gov/birds/management/project-assessment-tools-and-guidance/
guidance-documents/wind-energy.php.

BALD AND GOLDEN EAGLES

The bald eagle (Haliaeetus leucocephalus) was delisted under the ESA on August 9, 2007. Both
the bald eagle and golden eagle (Aquila chrysaetos) are still protected under the MBTA and
BGEPA. The BGEPA affords both eagles protection in addition to that provided by the MBTA,
in particular, by making it unlawful to “disturb” eagles. Under the BGEPA, the Service may
issue limited permits to incidentally “take” eagles (e.g., injury, interfering with normal breeding,
feeding, or sheltering behavior nest abandonment). For information on bald and golden eagle
management guidelines, we recommend you review information provided at https://
www.fws.gov/birds/management/managed-species/bald-and-golden-eagle-information.php and
https://www.fws.gov/birds/management/managed-species/eagle-management.php. Additionally
the following site will help you determine if your activity is likely to take or disturb bald eagles

in the southeast (https://www.fws.gov/southeast/our-services/eagle-technical-assistance).

NATIVE BAT COMMENTS

If your species list includes Indiana bat or northern long-eared bat and the project is expected to
impact forested habitat that is appropriate for maternity colonies of these species, forest clearing
during the winter. Federally listed bats could be actively present in forested landscapes from
April 1 to October 15 of any year and have non-volant pups from May 15 to July 31 in any year.
Non-volant pups are incapable of flight and are vulnerable to disturbance during that time.
Additional information on bat avoidance and minimization can be found at the following link:
https://www.fws.gov/athens/transportation/pdfs/Bat_AMMs.pdf.

Additional information that addresses at-risk or high priority natural resources can be found in
the State Wildlife Action Plan (https://georgiawildlife.com/WildlifeActionPlan), at Georgia
Department of Natural Resources, Wildlife Resources Division Rare Species and Natural
Community Portal (https://georgiawildlife.com/conservation/species-of-concern), Georgia's
Natural, Archaeological, and Historic Resources GIS portal (https://www.gnahrgis.org/gnahrgis/
index.do), and Georgia Ecological Services Watershed Guidance portal (https:/www.fws.gov/
athens/transportation/coordination.html).

Thank you for your concern for endangered and threatened species. We appreciate your efforts
to identify and avoid impacts to listed and sensitive species in your project area. For further
consultation on your proposed activity, please email gaes assistance@fws.gov and reference
your Service Consultation Tracking Number (Consultation Code).

This letter constitutes Georgia Ecological Services’ general comments under the authority of the
Endangered Species Act.
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Official Species List

This list is provided pursuant to Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act, and fulfills the
requirement for Federal agencies to "request of the Secretary of the Interior information whether
any species which is listed or proposed to be listed may be present in the area of a proposed
action".

This species list is provided by:

Georgia Ecological Services Field Office
355 East Hancock Avenue

Room 320

Athens, GA 30601

(706) 613-9493
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